Byng Road Allotments AGM 13 Sept 2020
1. Apologies for absence :- Margaret Apicella, Charlotte Chowdhry, Janette Gibson, Charles Jennings, Gareth Jones, Judy Jordan, Tom Frenkiel, Winnie Mbiyu, Ravi de Mel, Ingrid Nix, Sylvia Shaw

2. Approval of minutes for A.G.M. 2019 – Approved

3. Annual Report 2019-20 – Sophie, chair gave a summary of the past year which has been interesting with the exceptional spread of the flu Covid-19 pandemic and the ‘Lockdown’ although we were able to tend our plots. Regular supply of wood chippings however was continued, several deliveries of compost were made paid for out of existing funds, and plot inspections were carried out with the resulting judgement that the most of the plots are good.  Site plots are fully let. There are 30-40 people on our waiting list which has been closed to further additions.

4. To receive the Annual Accounts – Nick Mackley, Treasurer told us income was approximately £2400 and that spends were low. We have about £17000 funds in the bank that provides a contingency in case maintenance of site or replacement of infrastructure becomes necessary. (see item 9.)

5. To appoint an independent examiner of accounts – Derek Dishman is on tour but will when available be asked to continue in this role.

6. To accept retirement of the present committee – accepted

7. To elect committee members for 2020 – no objection to the existing committee members remaining was put. (An invitation for anyone to join has been made but not taken up)

8. To update on the right of way through Noah’s Ark Childrens Hospice/ Nature Reserve – a change of leadership and more flexible attitude within Noah’s Ark has given us the good news that we can continue to use the pathway. Noah’s Ark will increase their public liability insurance to cover it and bear the £250 p.a. extra cost themselves. No cost will be due from BRAG. Members who would like to show appreciation can donate to the Hospice by sending to https://www.noahsarkhospice.org.uk or directly at the centre into the collection box.

9. Any other business members want to discuss – financing hosepipe use was queried. Nick Mackley said it is cost monitored and adjusted for in the accounts. An increase was explained by the ending of the one off refund in 2019 of VAT in the water bill. Possible future spend may be on replacement of the deteriorating stand pipes. Provision of a Portaloo was voted on by a show of hands and was carried. It will mainly be used during the summer months so is planned to be on site then only. Another batch of compost can be covered by site funds. The condition of grass edges to driveways was brought up. Opinion is that it is our requirement as plot holders to partly look after them. A question was asked about the neglected state of the raised strip alongside the lower car park. Normally bonfires would be lit there but because of the restrictions due to the flu pandemic has not been used. Erica McCormick is again arranging a 50% discount (but with postage added) with Dobies Seeds. Please contact her directly.
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